hemLinks is a collaborative effort by over seventy active participants from twenty-four academic institutions to write, test, and disseminate topical modules to be used to teach chemistry in the first and second years of the college curriculum. Twenty-four modules are currently under development and an additional "ChemLinks: Changing the Way Students Learn Chemistry" by Bill Mungall was presented at the "Day 2 to 40" workshop symposium held May 10-11, 1997. The two-day event was held in the Willard H. Dow Chemical Sciences laboratory building on the central campus of The University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Each of the articles that comprise this issue was written by one of the group of reporters whom I asked to attend each session to take field notes and then follow up with the session leader and participants afterwards.
-Brian P. Coppola, Proceedings Editor
S 1 4 3 0 -4 1 7 1 ( 9 8 ) 0 1 1 7 1 -3 seven will be started this year. In this workshop the leaders discussed the plan and philosophy behind this project and presented components from two modules as examples.
Descriptive Outline
The ChemLinks coalition presenters introduced themselves to the participants and asked each participant to introduce themselves to the group and give their academic affiliation. The workshop would first present a lecture on the theory behind ChemLinks and then present two currently active modules. ChemLinks is a coalition including faculty from a large number of universities and colleges. It is funded by a three year grant from the National Science Foundation (NSF) specifically for the development of modules whose content will promote chemical education. Ideally these modules will be published in text or some other hard-copy form. Currently, many of the working modules can be found on the web at the address: http://chemlinks.beloit.edu.
Bill Mungall described the structure of the ChemLinks coalition:
There are several other groups currently funded to work on developing modules. We are working with several of them including the MC 2 consortium as well as the Wisconsin-New Traditions group. There have been many joint meetings between the various module developers and links to their websites can be found at the address listed above. It is important to note that the ChemLinks coalition has a broad collection of members. Members include University faculty as well as college and community college faculty, giving us a wide range of backgrounds and instructional knowledge. This allows the ChemLinks group to tailor the modules to a wide variety of classroom environments. The ChemLinks coalition originally grew out of a group called the Pew State Science Consortium. They were the initial group who wrote the funding proposal and many schools and individuals have been added to the group since its inception. At the University of Chicago and Washington University, materials are being developed and tested. After the initial in-house testing phase, the modules are tested in a broad market base including universities, colleges and community colleges with the module being modified along the way. ChemLinks also coordinates their efforts with groups such as Project Kaleidoscope, the Biological Science curriculum study, Workshop Physics and many others.
